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Parliament, to 1834, when he retired from public life, and while writing 
the book he had also the advantage of the parallel afforded by the 
recent war with the wars of the French Revolution. He saw the 
recrudescence of the passions of hatred and intolerance, with all their 
consequences in the loss of liberties and free speech. All these modern 
developments threw fresh light on the years of reaction from the last 
decade of the eighteenth century to the end of the third decade of the 
nineteenth. Moroever Mr. Trevelyan has been able to single out the 
great achievement of Lord Grey — the passing of the Reform Act of 
1832 — and to give this its due prominence, while indicating quite suffi- 
ciently the other aspects of his life, public and private. This selection 
has enabled him to condense the biography into one manageable vol- 
ume, instead of extending it to three, like Morley's Gladstone or like 
the composite biography of Disraeli. In these days of many books 
this one feature of the life of Lord Grey is a cause for profound grati- 
tude to the author. 

Like his son-in-law, Lord Durham, Grey has suffered somewhat in 
popular estimation for lack of an adequate biography, and Mr. Tre- 
velyan had to undertake something of a vindication, just as was done 
for Durham in Reid's life of the author of the report on Canada. Mr. 
Trevelyan shows clearly that it is to Lord Grey that the Reform Bill 
owed not only its passage — probably no other statesman could have 
won King William IV over to the plan of making peers sufficient to 
ensure its passage through the house of lords — but also its compre- 
hensiveness, and the sweeping away, without compensation to the 
owners, of the rotten boroughs which had so long disgraced the English 
electoral system. It is a fascinating story, excellently told, and even 
the reader who knows little of English political history will find it 
interesting on account of the light and hope that it sheds on modern 
conditions. 



A. G. Porritt. 



Hartford, Conn. 



Some Problems of the Peace Conference. By Charles Homer 
Haskins and Robert Howard Lord. (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press. Pp. viii, 290.) 

The purpose of these lectures was primarily to explain the more 
important territorial problems faced by the Peace Conference and to 
sketch the solutions adopted. The result, however, is of far greater 
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value than might be supposed from the title or the modest preface, 
and may be regarded, without question, as the most important work on 
the conference that has yet appeared. It should do much to counter- 
act the overdrawn and splenetic sketches of Keynes, Dillon, or Creel, 
and one regrets that it could not have been read by the senators last 
fall. Only one of the chapters attempts a description of conferential 
methods. But the tone of the authors and their method of presenta- 
tion is so strongly reminiscent of the conference and its atmosphere, 
that the book forms at once a picture and a justification. The force 
of the justification is enhanced because it is entirely unconscious, for 
the authors are scrupulously careful to present all arguments on both 
sides, in the consideration of each problem, and leave it to the reader 
to decide upon the merits of the solution. They speak, naturally, 
with authority, since they represented the United States on commis- 
sions which drafted some of the more important decisions of the con- 
ference, It will be a surprise and relief to many Americans to realize 
the judicial attitude taken by their delegates at Paris, as well as the 
wealth of their exact information. 

Of the eight chapters the first four are by Mr. Haskins. The first 
sketches succintly and with dramatic vigor the European state of 
mind after the armistice, the immediate problems of reconstruction 
which must be settled in conjunction with the drafting of permanent 
peace, and the steps by which the treaty articles took form. The three 
that follow deal with Belgium and Denmark, Alsace-Lorraine, the 
Rhine and the Saar. The four last chapters, by Mr. Lord, take up 
Poland, Austria, Hungary and the Adriatic, and the Balkans. In 
each an historical setting to the territorial problem is first given, fol- 
lowed by a dicussion of the chief factors incidental to its settlement, 
the various solutions put forward, and the main lines of that ultimately 
adopted. The lay reader will be attracted by the clarity of presenta- 
tion, while the serious student will find, closely compressed, informa- 
tion nowhere else collected in convenient form, voluminous biblio- 
graphical notes at the end of each chapter, illuminating maps, and a 
complete index. 

Charles Seymour. 

Yale University. 



